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You should never take life for granted in this world. Theme 
 
In “Best Friends”, we read the story of a girl diagnosed with leukemia who struggles to carry on 
with her life. Before the diagnosis, she had been a top three student in most classes. She was 
reduced to sitting in a hospital bed waiting for her unnamed boyfriend to visit. Summary 
 
The author of this story is James Watts, who is a teacher at Education Plus High School. I don’t 
know the full connection James has to this story, but I am aware that he has semi-recently lost 
a friend who suffered from a brain tumor. Author 
 

There’s a lot of negativity prevalent in the writing. Phrases like “eaten away from the inside” 
and “flowing through her veins was a monster” tell the reader how it feels to know of your 
impending demise and how it feels to know that you are personally powerless to stop this 
“monster” – who isn’t even sentient or aware that it is doing this. It’s a terrifying concept, being 
killed by something that doesn’t even know what it is doing to you. It’s why I fear something 
like cancer or dementia more than any human. Slowly losing everything you have is much 
scarier to me than immediate death, although the thought of that isn’t any more comforting. 
Form with examples 
 
The message that I took away after reading this story was that no matter how far you seem to 
fall down the proverbial staircase of life, you can always climb back up. The unnamed boyfriend 
almost immediately finding another person to be with was lucky, yes, but he would have had to 
ask to go to the movies with her. “I guess that’s life. “, the story goes.  
Content with examples 

I suppose I did enjoy this story. It’s not big and bombastic like other stories, which is nice. It 
reminds me of an art piece I saw in which a man with dementia painted his own face over 
several years. (comparison) As the years went by, the face in the paintings becomes less and 
less recognizable as even a human. I don’t think a story about illness taking the life of a loved 
one is for everyone, especially not those who have recently lost someone dear to them, but 
those who are down on their luck may feel better about their own life after reading the ending. 
Conclusion with recommendations 
 

 


